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 *       
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of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations * 
 * 
 * 
********************************************** 
 
  
 GRANT OF EXEMPTION  
 
By letter dated September 16, 2002, Mr. Wendell W. Corneil, Cessna Aircraft Company, One 
Cessna Boulevard, P.O. Box 7704, Wichita, KS 67277-7704 petitioned for an exemption from    
§ 23.3(d) of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations to permit type certification of the Cessna 
Model 525B airplane in the commuter category.  The 525B is a business jet powered by twin 
turbofan engines with a takeoff weight of 13,870 pounds. 
 
The petitioner requires relief from the following regulation(s): 
  
Section 23.3(d), in pertinent part, limits the commuter category to propeller-driven 
airplanes. 
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The petitioner supports its request with the following information: 
 

 
 



3 



4 



5 



6 



7 



8 



9 
Comments on published petition summary: 
 
 A summary of this petition was published in the FEDERAL REGISTER for 

public comment on December 12, 2002 (67 FR 76437).  The comment period 
closed January 2, 2003.  No comments were received 

 
The Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) analysis is as follows: 
 
 To obtain this exemption, the petitioner must show, as required by                 

§ 11.25(b)(5), that:  (1) granting the request is in the public interest, and (2) 
the exemption will not adversely affect safety, or that a level of safety will be 
provided that is equal to that provided by the rules from which the exemption 
is sought. 

 
 The FAA has carefully reviewed the information contained in the petitioner's 

request for exemption.   
 
 The FAA agrees with the substance of the petitioner's argument and 

supporting data and finds no reason to deny the petition.  In the interest of 
efficiency, this analysis addresses substantive issues only. 

 
 On February 7, 2002, Cessna applied to amend Type Certificate A1W1 to add 

the Model 525B, a turbofan powered business jet with up to nine seats for 
nonfare paying passengers.  The previous models of this airplane, 525 and 
525A, were certificated in the normal category.  The type certification basis 
includes 14 CFR part 23,  § 23.562, emergency landing dynamic conditions 
that applies to normal, utility, and acrobatic category airplanes.  On 
September 16, 2002, Cessna petitioned for exemption to 14 CFR part 23, 
§ 23.3(d) to permit type certification of the 525B in the commuter category.   

 
While the commuter category represents an overall higher level of safety than 
the normal category, § 23.562 does not apply to the commuter category.  
Without this exemption to § 23.3(d), the Model 525B would otherwise be 
certificated in the transport category because it is turbofan instead of 
propeller-driven with a design gross takeoff weight of 13,870 pounds.   
Therefore, compliance with § 23.562 is required for this grant of exemption 
as noted in the conditions and limitations section.  This exemption allows the 
Model 525B to be certificated in the commuter category and by specifying 
that it meet the requirements of  § 23.562, the FAA is ensuring the 
appropriate level of safety. 

 
 Regarding public interest, the FAA believes that granting the exemption helps 

realize the potential public benefit created by the advent of newer smaller 
turbofan engines.  The resultant simpler, lower-cost business jets having 
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weights up to 19,000 pounds provides the public with greater utility and an 
extended range of choices. 

 
In consideration of the foregoing, I find that a grant of exemption is in the public interest 
and will not adversely affect safety.  Therefore, pursuant to the authority contained in 
Sections 313(a) and 601(c) of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958, as amended, delegated to 
me by the Administrator (14 CFR 11.53), Cessna Aircraft Corporation is granted an 
exemption from § 23.3(d) of the Federal Aviation Regulations to the extent necessary to 
allow type certification of the Cessna Model 525B airplane without an exact showing of 
compliance with the requirements of § 23.3(d).  For the Model 525B, this exemption is 
subject to the following conditions and limitations: 
 

1. The Cessna Model 525B airplane shall be limited to be a multi-engine airplane that has 
a seating configuration, excluding pilot seats, of 19 or less, and a maximum 
certificated takeoff weight of 19,000 pounds or less.  The Cessna Model 525B 
operation is limited to any maneuver incident to normal flying, stalls (except whip 
stalls), and steep turns, in which the angle of bank is not more than 60 degrees. 

 
2. Each seat/restraint system used in the Model 525B is to meet the requirements of       

14 CFR part 23, § 23.562 for emergency landing dynamic conditions.  This 
requirement shall be documented on the type certificate data sheet. 

 
 
 
Issued in Kansas City, Missouri on March 7, 2003 
 
 
 
Dorenda D. Baker 
Acting Manager 
Small Airplane Directorate 
Aircraft Certification Service 


